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the property can be transferred by a simple form
of transfer of the land, as simple in form as a
transfer of shares. The land can be mortgaged
or charged by a simple form of charge, and other
dealings with the property can be registered with
equal simplicity.

How does property first become registered?
This is the first question the solicitor's clerk will
ask. The answer is that practically all " first regis-
trations" are effected on the occasion of a purchase
of freehold or leasehold land. In the compulsory
districts (County of London, Eastbourne, and
Hastings), all persons purchasing freehold land or
houses in such districts or purchasing leasehold
property in such districts where the lease has 40
years to run or taking up leases in these areas for
a term of 40 years or more have to apply to H.M.
Land Registry for registration of their title. If
they do not apply within 2 months of acquiring the
property, their conveyance or assignment or lease
is void (as regards the legal estate in the land).

Registration has been compulsory in London
since about 1900. There are, therefore, a very great
number of titles already registered. Eastbourne
and Hastings are comparatively new to compulsory
registration, Eastbourne entering the scene on ist
January, 1926, and Hastings on ist January, 1929.

The application for first registration is a simple
matter. The solicitor's clerk will fill up a special
form of application for registration on a printed
form which can be bought at any law stationers.
The form states (inter alia) that the applicant's
solicitors acted for the purchaser and investigated
the title in the usual way and that as the result of
such investigation the conveyance or assignment